
Minnesota Two Spirit Society Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, November 9, 2014

Cafe SouthSide, 3405 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN

Meeting called to order at 2:14 p.m.
Members Present: Reva D'Nova; Justin Grey Day; Lenny Hayes; Jase Roe; Alfred Walking Bull; 
Donald Whipple Fox; Deb Williams

AGENDA
Items of Discussion:

1. 501(c)3 status
2. Creating a board of directors
3. Event plan for June 2015
4. Current council membership

Updates:
Lenny reported that NACDI is still very supportive of the Minnesota Two Spirit Society. 
Discussion on changing Two Spirit Society socials from the third Saturday to the third Sunday, 

because NACDI want us to work with the schedule of All My Relations Art Gallery. The gallery is 
closed on Sundays, but if we want to use it on Saturdays, they have to close everything down.

Reva reported that the Indigenous Peoples Task Force wants to partner with the Society for 
support services and presented a proposed memorandum of understanding. However, because of our 
current capacity, we are not able to partner with them.

MN2SS needs to be registered with the State of Minnesota. 
Discussion on the suggestion that we not have a council, but need to create a board of directors. 

Suggested that some of us need to be on the board, but include outside community members. Lenny 
wants to ask Sid Bean, Lisa's dad, because of his connections .

Reva suggested that we keep the council right now until we have a board of directors, then the 
board can take direction from the council. 

Alfred suggested we keep in mind the authority structure in mind for a later point.
Lenny reminded the group that we need to apply for 501(c)3 status with the IRS and register the

organization with the State of Minnesota. Don said we need to have something in place, just so we have
board names in mind and we can have elections later. 

Jase asked what is our vision and goal. Alfred read the mission listed on the Facebook page: 
“The mission of the Minnesota Two Spirit Society is to promote cultural awareness of Two Spirit 
peoples in Minnesota and surrounding communities based on a foundation of intertribal traditions and 
values.”

Lenny said that when the current membership came together four years ago, there was a lot of 
people looking for support and encouragement. Nick has seen it change four different times. But one of
the things we wanted to keep out is that people didn't allow people to come in because they didn't have 
a tribal ID and that we've always support ourselves financially. 

The general consensus was then to have an election of a board of directors to move forward.
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ELECTIONS
Chair
Jase Roe nominated Reva D'Nova, she declined nomination.
Deb Williams nominated Donald Whipple Fox, he declined nomination.
Donald Whipple Fox nominated Lenny Hayes, he accepted, Deb Williams second, discussion. Yeas: 7; 
Nays: 0; Abstentions: 0. Passed.

Treasurer
Deb Williams nominated Reva D'Nova, she accepted, Donald Whipple Fox second. Discussion. Yeas: 
7; Nays: 0, Abstentions: 0. Passed.

Vice Chair
Lenny Hayed nominated Justin Grey Day, Jase Roe second. Discussion. Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstentions: 
0. Passed.

Secretary
Reva D'Nova nominated Alfred Walking Bull, second by Jase Roe. Discussion. Yeas: 6; Nays: 0; 
Abstention: 1 (Alfred Walking Bull). Passed.

1st Member-at-Large
Lenny Hayes nominated Jase Roe, Reva D'Nova second. Discussion. Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstentions: 0. 
Passed.

2nd Member-at-Large
Lenny Hayes nominated Donald Whipple Fox, Jase Roe second. Discussion. Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; 
Abstentions: 0. Passed.

3rd Member-at-Large
Donald Whipple Fox nominated Deb Williams, Reva D'Nova second. Discussion. Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; 
Abstentions: 0. Passed.

CHAIR'S REPORT
Lenny reported that we had a Two Spirit sweat with Ray Owen in Prairie Island. One of the 

suggestions from Vivian Guerra is that we go to Ray Own with tobacco and food for special sweat for 
Two Spirit people, once a month on a Saturday. Lenny thinks its important because at least now we 
know it's there for our people. It worked out well for transportation. 
Lenny will set up details of sweat with Ray Owen. 

OLD BUSINESS
Current Council Members 

We had to take previous council members off because they hadn't attended meetings.
Lenny said that in the past, if one had come to two or three meetings and had an interest, he or 

she could join the council; if they did not attend two or three, they were removed from the council.
Donald said that the Board of Directors will have attendance in the bylaws. It's important to 

have the commitment there, if you can't make it, it's not a punishment, but we have business to attend 
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to.
We may also want to set up an advisory council.
The current council is more organic, if you show up, you get to voice your concerns. The Board 

of Directors is now governing the business. It can still exist, we don't have to kick anyone off, but we 
also don't have to put them onto the Board of Directors, either.

Lenny Hayes moved that we leave the council the way it is, Reva second. Discussion: The 
council is an honorific, not the Board of Directors. Don suggested calling it the Two Spirit Advisory 
Council. Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstentions: 0. Passed.

June 2015 Event
Jay Bad Heart Bull (NACDI) suggests that we an event by Pride month (June), launch the 

nonprofit and create a national Two Spirit education symposium. The Society has always partnered 
with Sandy White Hawk for ICWA Education Day to talk about Two Spirit issues for lawyers, social 
workers, community at large. 

Lenny suggested that if we have a conference and enough money, we would invite Corinna 
Walters and Harlan Pruden to present. 

Donald said if there is supposed to be a symposium/conference, it's something that can be set up
as a Committee or Task Force just to focus on. It's big commitment as far as finances; if we're focusing 
on non-profit organization status first, the conference is a second priority. 

Deb said that it's difficult just to do a basic conference. She is not sure what the goal of the 
conference would be. 
Jase questioned where the money would come from; Justin said that NACDI would try to help us find 
the money. Jase then suggested that there are other groups that we could partner up with, like GLBT in 
Recovery.

Alfred clarified Jay Bad Heart Bull's position that the non-profit work can be done by the end of
the year, then spend the rest of the year focusing on the conference.

NEW BUSINESS
Deb suggested that MN2SS events could be better advertised. Alfred demonstrated the new Web

site with potential future discussion for a communications plan, advertising and branding.

Lenny wants permission to represent the MN2SS at two, upcoming events. Permission by 
consensus, no vote taken. 

Lenny motioned to adjourn, no second. Passed unanimously.
ADJOURNED.

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________________ _________________________________________
Alfred Walking Bull Lenny Hayes
Secretary, Minnesota Two Spirit Society Chair, Minnesota Two Spirit Society


